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WHAT IS ECOLOGY?

Synecology, from the Greek ow, together, is often used for
the study of communities, as distinct from autecology (Greek
auro's-, self, by oneself, alone], or the study of the ecology of
individual species. Modern Continental workers, and they
are being followed by some American authors, are tending
more and more to use the term plant sociology for the study
of plant communities as such. They confine the word
ecology to the study of the habitat, the oikos itself, of a plant
or of a community, i.e. of the sum total of the effective
conditions which determine the existence of the plant or
community in a given spot. This is certainly a strictly
logical use. Nevertheless, in this book the word is employed
in the wider meaning at first described, for it is important,
especially in a book intended for beginners, to keep the
emphasis on ecology as the approach to botany through
the direct study of plants in their natural conditions. In
this approach a                     of plant communities, their
structure, economy, origin and (plant sociology) must
bulk very largely.
Ecology in this wide           is of the greatest importance
in schools,               from the outset it introduces the pupil
to plants as they actually           and to the parts they play
in the world, and              the narrow one-sided ways of
looking  at               that   the                            methods of
teaching botany, if                                  to develop.